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Responsible Care 
A Public Commitment 

Atmospheric Products and Services (APS) is com-
mitted to the safety of its employees and customers.  
As a part of its commitment to Responsible Care® 
and product stewardship, APS keeps customers 
and others informed of significant changes in or new 
information about the properties, safe handling, and 
use of its products.  In continuing with our safety 
philosophy, we would like to take this opportunity to 
inform you of a potentially critical safety issue 
involving the use of oxygen. 
 
Oxygen bars are public gathering places where 
customers purchase oxygen to breathe instead of 
alcohol to drink as in a traditional bar. The customer 
pays the going rate and receives a number of 
minutes of oxygen through a nose tube.  There is 
also the option of enhancing the oxygen by odoriz-
ing with such materials as peppermint, wintergreen, 
or citrus fruits.  These establishments make many 
claims, including increased energy and alertness.  
Doctors and scientists have found no medical 
evidence to support such claims. 
 
APS has several concerns regarding the safety of 
this application for oxygen.  Oxygen requires special 
handling by trained personnel.  A misconception is 
that oxygen burns.  It does not burn but supports 
and greatly enhances combustion.  Materials that 
do not ignite in air may burn vigorously in oxygen, 
and materials that do burn in air may burn violently 
in oxygen or in oxygen-enriched atmospheres.  The 
Compressed Gas Association defines oxygen-
enriched mixtures or atmospheres as any mixture or 
atmosphere containing greater than 23% oxygen, 
since above this concentration, the reactivity of 
oxygen significantly increases the risk of ignition 
and fire.  In oxygen bars, it is possible that oxygen 
concentration could exceed 23% under certain 
circumstances.  Materials that may not burn in 
normal air may burn vigorously in an oxygen-rich 
environment. Sparks or other ignition sources, such  

as smoking, normally regarded as harmless, may 
cause fires.  And materials that burn in normal air 
may burn with a much hotter flame and propagate at 
a much greater speed.  This could apply to the 
clothes and hair of people in an oxygen bar if they 
were exposed to an ignition source.  It is recom-
mended that people exposed to oxygen-enriched 
atmospheres air out their clothes in fresh air for at 
least 30 minutes before being exposed to a possible 
ignition source. 
 
Another potential danger is the bubbling of the oxy-
gen through the various odorants.  There exists the 
possibility of health hazards due to the type of 
material used.  The odorizing system could also be a 
potential area for bacterial growth if improperly main-
tained.  In some instances oils may be used as 
odorants, adding to the potential for fire. 
 
Oxygen systems demand special care and mainten-
ance.  System malfunctions, improper repairs, or 
contamination can all lead to serious safety issues. 
 
A number of professional organizations have spoken 
out against the use of oxygen in oxygen bars, includ-
ing the United States Food and Drug Administration 
and the Compressed Gas Association. 
 
Because of the above-listed concerns for public 
safety and Responsible Care, APS will not be a 
supplier of oxygen to oxygen bars. 
 
 

Information Sources 
• Compressed Gas Association 

1725 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 1004 
Arlington, VA  22202-4102 
Phone: 1-703-412-0900 

• National Fire Protection Association 
1 Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101 
Quincy, MA  02269-9101 
Phone:  1-800-344-3555 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emergency Response Telephone Numbers 
USA 

 
CHEMTRAC 

1-800-424-9300  (Toll Free in the U.S., Canada, and U.S. Virgin Islands) 
703-527-3887 for calls originating elsewhere (Collect calls are accepted) 

 
CHEM-TEL, INC. 

1-800-255-3924  (Toll Free in the U.S., Canada, and U.S. Virgin Islands) 
813-248-0585 for calls originating elsewhere (Collect calls are accepted) 

 
INFOTRAC 

1-800-535-5053  (Toll Free in the U.S., Canada, and U.S. Virgin Islands) 
352-323-3500 for calls originating elsewhere (Collect calls are accepted) 

 
3E COMPANY 

1-800-451-8346  (Toll Free in the U.S., Canada, and U.S. Virgin Islands) 
760-602-8703 for calls originating elsewhere (Collect calls are accepted) 

 
NATIONAL RESPONSE CENTER (NRC) 

Call NRC (24 Hours) 
1-800-424-8802  (Toll Free in the U.S., Canada, and U.S. Virgin Islands) 

202-267-2675 in the District of Columbia 
 

MILITARY SHIPMENTS 
703-697-0218  Explosives/Ammunition Incidents (Collect calls accepted) 

1-800-851-8061 All other dangerous goods incidents 
 

NATIONWIDE POISON CONTROL CENTER (United States Only) 
1-800-222-1222 (Toll Free in the U.S.) 

 
CANADA 

 
CANUTEC 

613-996-6666 (Collect calls are accepted) 
*666 Cellular (In Canada only) 

 
Visit Web Site:  www.apsusa.biz for further information 

or 
Call 410-833-7170 

or 
Ask your local sales representative 


